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00 Introduction 

The author of this letter is Peter, the apostle (). He alludes to Christ"s prophecy concerning his death (1:14; John 21:18-19). He defends the Lordship of Christ by referring to himself as an eyewitness of the transfiguration (1:16-17; Matthew 17:1-9). He mentions the first epistle (3:1). Kelcy says, "As to style, both have a considerable number of words which are not found elsewhere in the New Testament. Both have a tendency to use uncommon words." Kelcy goes on to show specific words used in both epistles which are rare in other New Testament books. They are: precious (1 Peter 1:7; 1 Peter 1:19; 2 Peter 1:1); virtue (1 Peter 2:9; 2 Peter 1:3; supply (1 Peter 4:11; 2 Peter 1:5) ; love of the brethren (1 Peter 1:19; 2 Peter 1:7); without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:19; 2 Peter 3:14); and ungodly (1 Peter 4:18; 2 Peter 2:5-6; 2 Peter 3:7). Kelcy also demonstrates similarity in teaching between the two epistles. Both refer to the end of time (1 Peter 1:5; 1 Peter 4:7; 2 Peter 3:10-11); prophecy (1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 2 Peter 3:2); the flood (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5; 2 Peter 3:6) and refer to the saved as chosen and called (1 Peter 1:2; 1 Peter 2:21; 2 Peter 1:10). Kelcy further found words used almost exclusively by Peter in Acts that are used in 2 Peter. Those words are: obtained (1:1; Acts 1:17); godliness (1:7; Acts 3:12); unlawful (2:8; Acts 2:23); day of the Lord (3:10; Acts 2:20); and wages of unrighteousness (2:13, 15; Acts 1:18).

The external evidence has been called weak by some because the book is not referred to by name in the first and second centuries. However, Clement of Rome (A.D. 95) uses words and phrases which are only found in 2 Peter in the New Testament. Kelcy says Aristides (A.D. 130) uses an expression which seems to come from this epistle. He notes that Hippolytus (A. D. 215) "contains echoes of the epistle." Further, there is a book called The Apocalypse of Peter, which has been dated around the middle of the second century, that made extensive use of this epistle. Kelcy explains why it may not have been quoted as much as some other New Testament books, when he says, "It is likely that the early church did not widely quote the epistle due to the fact that it was not addressed to a specific church or person and to the fact that it is brief and contains little that is new."

It is written to the same people who received the first epistle (1 Peter 3:1). Peter"s purpose in this writing was to refresh their memories as to what were the prophets" and Jesus" commandments (1:12-13, 15; 3:1-2). There is no reference within the epistle to date or place of writing. We assume it was written shortly after the first epistle (A.D. 64 or 65) and possibly from Babylon (see 1 Peter 5:13).

As we study the letter, it will become plain that Peter was dealing with a threat posed by certain false teachers (). They were self-willed and spoke in an irreverent way about things they did not even understand (2:10-12). They engaged in immorality and tried to seduce others to join them (2:13-14, 17-18). They made empty promises about freedom, while they themselves were again enslaved in sin (2:19-22). Also, they ridiculed the promise of the Lord"s return (3:3-4).

Peter and His Readers
Some have said that the use of both names, Simon, which was his own original name (Matthew 4:18; Matthew 16:17), and Peter, which was the name Christ gave him (Mark 3:16; John 1:42), shows this author is a copycat and is trying doubly hard to convince his readers that he is Peter. This just shows how far liberal scholars will go to discredit inspired writers. A true copycat would have been very careful to use exactly the same introduction as Peter made in his first letter and not draw attention to himself with such a change.

Thayer says a servant is "one who gives himself up wholly to another"s will." Peter describes himself as such a servant and an apostle because that was Jesus" will (Luke 6:13-16). Peter is writing to those who, because of God"s love and not their own working, have come to have a faith equally as rewarding as the faith of the apostles. Those in Christ obtained their faith through God"s righteous, or just, dealing with all men and continue to have it as long as they remain in the right path, which is in Jesus. Observe that Jesus is called God our Savior (2 Peter 1:1).

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Peter and His Readers
Some have said that the use of both names, Simon, which was his own original name (Matthew 4:18; Matthew 16:17), and Peter, which was the name Christ gave him (Mark 3:16; John 1:42), shows this author is a copycat and is trying doubly hard to convince his readers that he is Peter. This just shows how far liberal scholars will go to discredit inspired writers. A true copycat would have been very careful to use exactly the same introduction as Peter made in his first letter and not draw attention to himself with such a change.

Thayer says a servant is "one who gives himself up wholly to another"s will." Peter describes himself as such a servant and an apostle because that was Jesus" will (Luke 6:13-16). Peter is writing to those who, because of God"s love and not their own working, have come to have a faith equally as rewarding as the faith of the apostles. Those in Christ obtained their faith through God"s righteous, or just, dealing with all men and continue to have it as long as they remain in the right path, which is in Jesus. Observe that Jesus is called God our Savior (2 Peter 1:1).

Verses 2-4
Growing In Grace and Peace In the Knowledge of Christ
As in the first letter (), Peter prays that they may have the great blessings of God"s unmerited favor and the peace which it supplies. Grace and peace quickly grow when we continue to grow in our understanding of God and Christ (2 Peter 1:2).

Christ, through his powers as God, to which the word "divine" points, gave the apostles all things that pertain to eternal life and living God-like, which will keep one in the way of that life. Passages such as this one, and others like John 16:13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Jude 1:3, reveal no apostolic thought of future revelations. Instead, they clearly teach the completeness of the revelation delivered in the first century. Life and godliness come through the knowledge of Christ who both called us to glory and purity of deeds and called us by his glory and pure deeds (2 Peter 1:3).

The "things that pertain unto life and godliness" reveal great and priceless promises. When these promises belong to someone, he shares in the divine nature, or becomes partners with God (Hebrews 12:10). Christians have escaped the corrupt morals of the sinful world. The corruption which comes because of lust (2 Peter 1:4).

Verse 5
Each Christian Must Bring In His Part
The A.S.V. translates this verse, "Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue, and in your virtue knowledge." Because of the promises belonging to those in Christ and the glory in which they share, they will quickly strive to add their part. Woods says the Greek word translated "adding on your part" (A.S.V.) is only used here in the New Testament. It literally means, "Bringing in by the side of." It "indicates the comparative unimportance of man"s participation in his salvation by suggesting that his part is merely contributing, "brought in by the side of what God does", and yet is absolutely essential, since God"s part is done only on condition that man complies with his" (2 Peter 1:5 a).

Faith, Virtue and Knowledge
Of course, one must begin with faith (Hebrews 11:6). Of the word translated "supply" in the A.S.V., Woods says, "Originally it meant to found and support a chorus, to lead a choir, to keep in tune, and then, to supply or provide. As here used, the graces which adorn the Christian character are to be chorused into a grand symphony to the delight and pleasure of him who fashioned and made us for his own good pleasure." The second of the eight notes on the Christian scale is virtue. The word suggests one developing the courage to stand for what is right. The third note is knowledge which grows out of the courage to stand for the right. Such will cause one to seek out the Lord"s will and practice it in daily living, thus growing more sure of the things learned (2 Peter 1:5 b; Hebrews 5:12-14; Ephesians 5:15-17).

Verse 6
Self-control, Perseverance and Godliness
The fourth note is self-control, or as the King James has it, temperance (1 Corinthians 9:25-27; Acts 24:25; Galatians 5:23). As one grows in the knowledge of right and wrong, naturally he should try to control his fleshly appetites and direct them into the right path. The next note up the scale is perseverance, or patient endurance of the wrong. This describes one who faithfully serves the Lord, climbing over every obstacle to reach the heavenly home. "Godliness," the sixth note on the Christians" scale, is the proper respect toward God, the Father of all Christians. Such will lead one to live a godlike life (2 Peter 1:6; Matthew 6:9; Mark 12:28-31; 1 Timothy 4:7-8; 1 Timothy 6:6; 1 Timothy 6:11).

Verse 7
Brotherly Kindness and Love
Immediately following one"s respect toward God will be a love for his fellow man. Jesus said that was the second commandment. Particularly, here we have love for the brethren, which is a necessary outgrowth of love for God (1 John 4:19-21; 1 John 5:1; Romans 12:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Hebrews 13:1). This describes the love which brothers in a family have for one another. Out of respect for God and love for the brethren grows the highest note on the Christian scale, love. This is the word agape, which describes a setting of the mind to do that which is best for another. The object of such love does not have to be desirable or lovely (2 Peter 1:7; Romans 5:8-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; 1 Corinthians 13:13; Colossians 3:12-14).

Verses 8-11
Avoiding Spiritual Myopia by Developing Eternal Vision
The graces of verses 5-7, must be in the Christian and multiply if he would not become idle (See K.J.V. margin) and without fruit in the knowledge of Christ. Peter uses the word "if" to show the great importance of having these in one"s life. He also uses the word "abound" to show Christianity is not half-hearted, but an all-out effort. If one does not do these things, he is blind to things far off, or eternal in nature. Such an one has forgotten the cleansing from sin received at baptism (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21), as evidenced by the life he leads (2 Peter 1:8-9).

Since verses 8 and 9 are true, Christians want to strive with all their might to make sure their calling and election. They have been called through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14). The gospel is for all (Mark 16:15; Romans 1:16), but not all receive the call with an obedient spirit and thus fail to be of the elect (Matthew 7:21; 1 Thessalonians 1:3-6). One can be sure of his calling and election if he does the things Peter has set forth. Peter assures such individuals will never fall. How can one make sure that which has never been unsure? Thus, this passage teaches the possibility of apostasy. The near-sighted will fall, but those whose sight is set on the far goal of heaven will not fall.

Because Christians diligently work to make their call and election sure, they will enter heaven. Christians are already in the kingdom and look forward to being in the eternal kingdom, or heaven (Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 12:28; Revelation 1:9; Matthew 25:34; Acts 14:21-22; 2 Timothy 4:18). Remember, the A.S.V. said Christians must have a faith which supplies virtue and virtue knowledge, etc. (verses 5-7). If one supplies the graces and abounds in them (verse 8), God will abound ("abundantly") supply ("ministered") heaven, which is the eternal kingdom (2 Peter 1:10-11).

Verses 12-15
Peter"s Personal Concern
Because Peter wanted his readers to receive the blessing of heaven, he wrote to remind them of some truths they already knew. It is the job of those proclaiming the truth to encourage their listeners in good works and urge them to constantly test themselves through examining the truth (2 Timothy 4:1-5; Jude 1:3-4). Truth can slowly fade from one"s memory if he is not reminded so that it might be kept fresh. The children of Israel proved this repeatedly in the Old Testament (2 Peter 1:12).

Peter felt obliged to constantly remind them of the truth, even until his death. He calls his fleshly body a tent, much as Paul does (2 Corinthians 5:1-4), evidently to call attention to the temporary nature of that body. To Peter, death was as simple as taking off ones clothes at the end of the day, or taking down a tent, as the words "put off" indicate. Notice that he wanted to stir them up. The word actually suggests waking someone up from sleep (Mark 4:38). Peter knew his death would come "swiftly" (A.S.V.) because of Jesus" prophecy (John 21:18-19). Knowing this may have made Peter feel more strongly the urgency of reminding his readers (2 Peter 1:13-14).

He had urged them to "give all diligence" in their service and now says he will "be careful to ensure, or give diligence, endeavor, to give them this inspired message to keep them in memory of the truth. The word "tent" (from verse 13) and "decease" are both found in Luke"s record of the transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36, esp. 31 and 33). Woods says, "Peter was present and powerfully impressed with the events there occurring, and in the use of these terms he gives an undesigned guarantee of the genuineness of the record and authenticity of the matters recorded" (2 Peter 1:15).

Verses 16-21
Reliable Truths
Peter has been talking about writing this epistle to them so they would remember the important doctrines he, and others, had previously taught them. Now, he tells the reason for wanting to do that as he begins with the word "For". Peter and the other apostles were not following after the artfully designed myths of Greek and Roman mythology when they spoke of Christ"s second coming, which would be with power (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 1 Corinthians 15:23-26). Instead, they had personally seen Jesus and the greatness he so often displayed (2 Peter 1:16).

Peter isolated on one display of Christ"s greatness, the transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36). McGarvey notes that Luke"s account says Jesus took Peter, James and John apart with him "to pray." He further notes that Jesus customarily went aside to pray at night (Matthew 14:23; Luke 6:12; Luke 21:37; Luke 22:39-41) and concludes this event was at night also. During the transfiguration, Jesus" body radiated light like the sun.

Peter identifies the voice from heaven as that of the Father and says His statement gave honor and glory to Christ. Particularly, it showed Christ"s greatness as God"s messenger over and above Moses, the lawgiver, and Elijah, the prophet (Hebrews 1:1-2). Interestingly, the Jews understood the claim of Sonship to be one which made Jesus equal with God (John 5:17-18). God"s statements clearly show his love for the Son and recognition of that equality (2 Peter 1:17).

The event was not one dreamed up as a myth would be, but Peter, James and John were on the mount and heard the voice. The mount was holy because God was manifested there (Exodus 3:1-6; Exodus 19:10-13; Joshua 5:13-15).

The transfiguration gave the apostles more confidence in the Old Testament prophets. Peter"s readers were advised to pay close attention to those prophets. Their prophecies were like a lamp shining in a sin-darkened world. That light would aid them until the dawn of understanding began to really illuminate their hearts. Jesus is pictured as the "day star", which is Venus, because full acceptance of him truly heralds the morning of the Christians" day of understanding (2 Peter 1:18-19).

To truly understand prophecy, one must first realize that such was not the product of the prophet"s own mind, or invention. Instead, they were carried along in their speaking, much as a ship is carried along by the wind, by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-3
Destructive Doctrines
In stark contrast to Holy Spirit inspired prophets who spoke true words that gave light, there were false prophets who led the people astray (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Isaiah 28:16-17; Jeremiah 6:13-15; Jeremiah 14:14; Jeremiah 23:14; Jeremiah 23:32; Ezekiel 13:1-9; Micah 3:8-12). Unfortunately, Peter had to warn that there will be false teachers who try to lead the church astray (Acts 20:28-31; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:3-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-5). They would quietly bring in false teachings that would divide the church (Jude 1:4). Usually false teaching is brought in subtly beside truth. They may have denied the Lord through some teaching which destroyed his Lordship (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-58), or they may have denied him through living lives as if they had not been bought with Christ"s blood (1 Corinthians 6:13-20). Their end was going to be unexpected, yet brought on by their own misdeeds (2 Peter 2:1).

Peter warned that these false teachers would lead many to engage in unbridled lust. People who were not yet Christians would not be able to distinguish between true Christians and those following false teachers, so the way of truth would be spoken against, or blasphemed, as if it were evil. These false teachers lead people astray out of a desire for personal gain. They used words made up for the occasion, which indicates they knew what they were saying was not true (2 Corinthians 2:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:5; 1 Timothy 6:3-5; Titus 1:9-11; Jude 1:11; Jude 1:16). God has always held such false teachers in contempt. Their lives are headed down a path of destruction and their punishment neither loiters along the way nor nods off to sleep (2 Peter 2:2-3; Philippians 3:18-19).

Verses 4-6
The Doom Awaiting False Teachers
Angels were created by God to serve him and do his bidding (Hebrews 1:7; Hebrews 1:14). To prove punishment surely waited for the false teachers mentioned in verse 3, Peter referred to some angels who violated God"s will and were being held in bonds awaiting the day of judgment (Compare Jude 1:6). These verses do not reveal when these angels sinned, nor which angels they are. However, Peter did indicate they were held in a dark place until judgment arrived (2 Peter 2:4).

The second and third illustrations Peter used to prove punishment will surely come are both used by Jesus in Luke 17:26-29. Literally, Peter described Noah as a herald of what is right in God"s sight. Despite the fact that he proclaimed it, the people continued on in their evil ways until God destroyed them. Peter did give a ray of hope when he mentioned the eight people who were saved. Anyone can be saved as Noah, his three sons and their wives were if he will strive to please God.

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, brought on by God"s judgment, is described in Genesis 19:1-26. It came upon them because of homosexuality (Jude 1:7), pride, abundant idleness and a refusal to help the poor and needy (Ezekiel 16:48-50). God intended for this destruction to stand as a reminder to all who would live ungodly in the future (2 Peter 2:5-6).

Verses 7-11
God"s Sure Deliverance
Again, Peter sought to show that God will save any righteous who may be found among the wicked. Lot was worn out with worry over the sin he saw all around him. What Lot saw and heard caused him to be in mental anguish every day. He loved right living and was disturbed by evil deeds.

There can be no doubt that God knows how to deliver those living godly lives, a conclusion which logically comes from the examples in verses 4-8. The word translated "temptations" here could also be translated "trials." Notice, Peter does not promise God will keep trials out of Christians" lives but does say He will deliver them. The day of judgment will be for all, and the unrighteous will hear their sentence pronounced on that day as well (2 Peter 2:7-9; Matthew 25:41; Matthew 25:46).

All of the unrighteous will face punishment, but the ones named in 2 Peter 2:10 are especially reserved for judgment. Their sin must have been terrible, since Peter refused to name it specifically. He calls it uncontrolled desire that pollutes the flesh. Also, they had no respect at all for authority, evidently even Christ"s (2:1). That lack of respect lead them to take liberties with God and man. They were determined to have their own way and that seemingly led them to speak evil against any authority that got in the way of their pursuit of what they wanted.

In contrast, angels, who were much greater and more powerful than the false teachers, would not even bring accusation against the false teachers, who were their inferiors. The false teachers seemed to have no problems with conscience when they were obviously speaking evil about those who were superior to them (2 Peter 2:11).

Verses 12-17
A Sad Portrait of False Teachers
The false teachers, of whom Peter spoke, were like animals with no conscience going about taking whatever they could by force. Man usually destroys such animals because of the damage they do and Peter said these should have been similarly destroyed. Though they were ignorant about certain matters, they spoke evil against them. The road of selfish desire would actually be the road to the false teachers" own destruction (2 Peter 2:12).

Sin offers much, but pays only injury and harm to the sinner. Sinners often try to hide their evil deeds by doing them under the cover of darkness (Ephesians 5:11-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:7). Peter described some so wicked that they enjoyed practicing their evil deeds even in the day. They were like ugly stains on a pure white garment. Tragically, these wicked people came to the feasts, which the Christians enjoyed, and pretended to be good people. They enjoyed putting on such a show and deceiving people by causing them to believe they were faithful (2 Peter 2:13).

These false teachers were so wicked that they found opportunity for satisfying their lusts in even the most innocent and harmless situations. They could not look on a woman without seeing her as "an adulteress" (KJV margin). With such an outlook, they could not cease sinning. They dangled the appealing bait of their wickedness before young Christians and others who were not well-grounded in the faith. They had been trained, much like a runner training for a race, in greed and were cursed children in the eyes of God (2 Peter 2:14).

They had once been in the way of truth (verse 2) but had abandoned it. Apparently, Balaam was a prophet for God when the messenger of Balak first approached him about cursing the children of Israel (Numbers 22:1-14). Balaam desired the reward Balak, the king of Moab, offered if he would curse Israel, but three times God moved him to speak a blessing (Numbers 22:15-41; Numbers 23:1-30; Numbers 24:1-25). Finally, he counselled them to entice Israel to sin so the Lord would curse them (Numbers 31:16; Numbers 25:1-9). Balaam planned to go despite God"s solemn warning. The ass speaking was a miracle worked by God to warn Balaam of the dangerous course he was following. A weary traveler in an arid country has his hopes raised by the sight of a well. These false prophets were like empty wells, raising hopes only to dash them to pieces. Also, they were like a mist, or cloud, that extended hope of rain to a farmer with sun parched fields, but never delivered on that promise. A dark judgment awaited them (2 Peter 2:15-17).

Verses 18-22
Beware of Empty Promises
The false teachers, about whom Peter warned, used big words that sounded good but were empty. They lured those who had just escaped back into the ways of sin. Christians certainly are free from the bondage of sin and death (John 8:32-36; Romans 6:6-7). However, the false teachers told young Christians they were free to do as they pleased. Peter said they preached freedom, but were themselves the slaves of sin (2 Peter 2:18-19; Romans 6:16-18; Romans 8:1-6; Galatians 5:1).

The deceivers had escaped the defilement of the world. This was done through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Peter, in 2 Peter 2:20, does not use the word for general knowledge, but for precise or full knowledge. Clearly, the false teachers had not always been hypocrites. Note, they had escaped but were now entrapped in the tangled webbing into which they sought to lure others. Because they knew better, it could truly be said they were in a worse condition than they were in before they first learned about Jesus (2 Peter 2:20).

It would have been better for them not to have fully known the Lord"s will, than to reach the state of turning back. Better because they brought reproach on the church. Better because they were more receptive to the gospel when they were unconverted sinners than when they were erring Christians. Also, better because greater knowledge brings with it greater responsibility (Luke 12:36-48). Peter used the proverb of the dog returning to its own vomit from Proverbs 26:11. The proverb about the sow is likely from a source other than the Bible, but certainly is true. Note that the dog had vomited up what made him sick and the sow had been washed clean. Both went back to that out of which they had come (2 Peter 2:21-22).
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Verse 1-2
Words To Trust
In chapter 2, Peter dealt with the false teachers and the terrible judgment they faced. His transition to speaking to the brethren is made by use of the word "beloved." Both 1 and 2 Peter are written to open-minded brethren with the purpose of reminding them of some facts they had already learned. Their minds had been purified through obedience to the truth. Particularly, Peter reminded them of truths which had been dealt with by the prophets, the Lord and his apostles. The Lord had first delivered the commandment, or whole body of truth to be obeyed, and had used the apostles to tell the world of it (2 Peter 3:1-2; John 16:13-14; Acts 1:6-8).

Verse 3-4
Mockers Who Would Deny the Lord"s Return
The first thing to be considered is the coming of those who would mock the truth. The "last days" are the days of the gospel age, which is the final age of God dealing with man (Acts 2:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-2). This is just one of several New Testament warnings about false teachers who would come during the Christian age (Acts 20:29-31; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:3-4; 1 John 2:18). Peter indicated they would be those who would seek to fulfill their own selfish desires.

They, according to Peter"s prophecy, would center their scoffing on the second coming of Christ, suggesting that since the patriarchs died, or even the beginning of creation, all things continued like normal. Actually, this fits exactly the Lord"s statements concerning his return (2 Peter 3:3-4; Matthew 24:36-44).

Verses 5-9
Answering the Scoffers
The scoffers had ignored the creation. It was a perfect proof that things had not always been the same. Instead, God had spoken and the waters were separated to that above and below the firmament. Then, God spoke and caused dry land to appear (2 Peter 3:5). In fact, it was by means of the water above the firmament that God had brought about the flood, which was also an event that proved things had not always been the same. Peter mentioned the heavens and earth that existed in his day in contrast to the earth that existed before the flood. God spoke and the world was covered with a flood. Further, Peter said, it is by his word that the present world is reserved, or stored up, for a destruction by fire. The word "perdition" could be better understood if we used the word destruction. Much like the world was not wiped out of existence by the flood, these ungodly men will not cease to exist but will be banished from God"s presence. The word translated "perished" in verse 6 is the same one translated "perdition" in verse 7.

Peter would also have the scoffers know that the passage of time did not mean that God would fail to keep his promise. Time is insignificant to an eternal being. God allowed time to pass, not because he forgot his promise, because he is willing to suffer long with man in the hope that all will take advantage of their opportunity and repent. God desires the salvation of all men (2 Peter 3:8-9; John 3:16-17; 1 Timothy 2:3-4).

Verses 10-12
The "Day of the Lord"
There are numerous references to the "day of the Lord" in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 1:8; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2). When coupled with Peter"s words in 2 Peter 3:10, they can be seen as plainly referring to the second coming of Christ. That coming will be unexpected, like that of a thief (Matthew 24:42-44). Evidently, the word "heavens" stands for the place where the birds fly. They will pass away with a loud noise, which is the noise of destruction and may describe the roaring of a fire (see verse 7). The very building blocks of the universe, or elements which may be atoms or even smaller, will be melted in the flame. The earth and all of man"s works in it, such as houses, monuments, etc., will also be burned up.

The fact that this earth and all the works in it will be destroyed should have moved Christians to recognize their ultimate home, or country which is the meaning of the word "manner," and live as if they really were its citizens (Philippians 3:20-21; Hebrews 11:13-16; 2 Corinthians 4:18). Christ"s disciples should, therefore, live a pure and reverent life in the sight of God. The Christian should look forward to the Lord"s coming, according to Peter, and be so expectant that he would speed its coming if he could (2 Peter 3:11-12).

Verses 13-18
The Promise of New Heavens and A New Earth
The new heavens and new earth promise is evidently from Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22. Christians should know that when the old earth is destroyed there will be a fresh world in which to live (Revelation 21:1-27). Since they looked forward to the Lord coming again and a new dwelling place, Peter said they should give their best and fullest effort to be at peace with men and God, without sin laid to their charge and able to stand before God free of condemnation (2 Peter 3:13-14).

Instead of scoffing at God"s promise of the Lord"s return, Peter said Christians should be grateful the Lord waited and count it as an opportunity for more to be saved. It should be remembered that Paul withstood Peter to the face on one occasion (Galatians 2:11). Yet, Peter called him"beloved brother." All Christians should learn from the spirit displayed by this apostle and learn to stand up for truth without hating the sinner and, more importantly, how to receive criticism intended to help us without letting our pride get in the way. Peter recognized Paul"s writing as inspired, thus he said "according to the wisdom given to him" (2 Peter 3:15; 1 Corinthians 2:12-13; Galatians 2:9).

It is impossible to know which of Paul"s references to longsuffering Peter had in mind, but any of them could be used by Christians to help them keep on keeping on. Evidently Paul"s letters enjoyed a wide circulation in the early church. Paul had certainly written about judgment, the suddenness of the Lord"s coming, God"s longsuffering and the eternal abode of the soul. Some, but not all, things in Paul"s writings were hard to understand. This can be because of false ideas held by the reader as well as the depth of the subject matter. Peter was an apostle, yet could admit difficulty in understanding some of the things Paul presented. No one should be ashamed to admit such problems. Instead, all should be prepared to give intensive study to a matter before reaching a conclusion (Acts 8:31; 2 Timothy 2:15). Peter said the untaught and those without firm convictions would take a hard to be understood scripture out of its context and destroy its true meaning. Notice Peter counted Paul"s writing as scripture (2 Peter 3:16).

Since they had been warned of false teachings and the twisting of scripture in advance, Peter believed Christians would be better prepared to avoid being carried away into false doctrine. If Christians cannot fall, why would Peter warn them against it? Instead of falling from their stable position, Peter would have them to grow up in God"s favor and in a fuller understanding of Christ"s teachings. Peter closed by ascribing Christ glory until the "day of eternity," as Woods translates. Woods goes on to say it is appropriate to call eternity a day "because it is indeed an everlasting one, without a yesterday to precede it, or a tomorrow to follow it" (2 Peter 3:17-18).

